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were withdrawn from the curtains and northeast bastion, as the enemy's own shot completely protected our rear, except the position they had chosen for their battery.
"Where all behave well it is unnecessary to discriminate. Suffice it to say, every officer and man did his duty; the whole behaved with that coolness and intrepidity which is characteristic of the true American, and which could scarcely have been expected from men, most of whom had never seen an enemy, and were now for the first time exposed nearly three hours to a force of nearly or quite four guns to one.
"We fired during the action between four hundred and five hundred guns, most of them double shotted, and after the first half-hour but few missed effect.
"SEPTEMBER ^TH, n O'CLOCK A. M.
"Upon an examination of our battery this morning we find upwards of three hundred shots and shotholes in the inside of the north and east curtains and northeast bastions, of all calibres, from musket ball to 32-pound shot. In the northeast bastion there were three guns dismounted, one of which, a 4-pounder, was broken off near the trunnions by a 32-pound shot, and another much battered. I regret to say that both the 24-pounders are cracked in such a manner as to render them unfit for service.
"I am informed by two deserters from the land force, who have just arrived here, and whom I send for your disposal, that a re-enforcement is expected, when they will doubtless endeavor to wipe off the stain of yesterday.
"If you will send the Amelia down we may probably save most of all the ship's guns, as her wreck is lying in six or seven feet of water, and some of them are just covered. They will not, however, answer for the fort, as they are too short.
"By the deserters we learn that the ship we have destroyed was the Hermes, but her commander's name they did not recollect. It was the Commodore, and he doubtless fell on his quarterdeck, as we had a raging fire upon it at about two hundred yards distance for some time.
"To Captain Sands, who will have the honor of handing you this dispatch, I refer you for a more particular account of the movements of the enemy than may be contained in for one more inclined to listen to slander than I am; nor consider me any more as a diplo-this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
